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T hi,ry IT .. , as<>,ij th~ .mhto­
poloogna UUd)"ing "~r would 
hove fi t into one small room. 

Gr.m ted--.IIld gu."'ntecd--tlu, room 
would IKqUClltly erup< .n he.,ed de­
b'le, but few out.udc ",,,,,Id nOlice o. 
c,~_ Tr ibil w.rC"",? Exotic. m.rt><, 
but so wit .. ? Anthropologist> .... war 
" porcntiilly kth.1 .'0]00« b<tw«n 
two groups, no m:utcr how u".U 'he 
group< Or how few the =wln<1, Bu. 
how mud> light CO<Ild such a b""'" 
def,,,ition of conflict, OT c...,. of pr<:_ 
civ>l,zcd human >trife. , hed on mod­
em "",n.",. ,h. Ilruggl« lh" h • ..., 
fI.",d in It:l.q, Kosovo. Rw,mw., Vict_ 
1illI., Korca--:ond on , .. d "n? 

H",,- times Iu"" CN"E"'dl Th. ~_ 
.hropological ""dy of w.u h .. . ~_ 
""ndcd and nuttJrcd. Ide .. from aa­
d.:nuc deb .. ", .n: finding 'heir w>y 

jilt" foreign poticy joum.J, .nd, )'<". 

the '''''so m<di.>. Th. qUC$liom r;I;.ed 

by ."'h~ and the onc ..... oco. 
den.;. dupu ... wi'hin the dilCip~n. 
Iuvc bccon", j,"pol'lmC ",!blie mu..... '" 
be debo<e<I by puooits and poIi<><i>ns. 

T<> . ppreci.>te ho-.oi ",uch thing> h.. .... 
changed, <"""du how the undel'­
.... oding of one (""'0'"' eth oogr>phic 
ca>e !u.s been tr>rnforrmd; du, of th~ 
Y.nonumi of V~n .. ud ... nd Br ... i!. 
Following d", public.tion ofNapokon 
A. Ch.gnou', >tudy y"~.","~",; TIl, 
Fitrrr Profit, in 19(>8, ,he book ~n 
to .ppear fm:Jucncly .n<! prominently 
on Liso> of ~ng< for colltgc "".den .. 

~i:~r;;':.~~;:::~~!: THE BIn'TH 
'<0" A".j W"" moo,,, """"' '"~ 1:'-
gag«! in cndlt" "'= ""= """"'n, ..... 
tus. md revenge, ,...., Y,non",,,,; ~ 

.upposed to ~ttmphfy ,h~ n.ru",] 0 F ~AR 
hum.1Jl coodition of ""tIS pm. Some 

i'«'plc ""'" Ch:ag.>On ~ ""'"' to imply 
that .ggrasion i< in our fl"n.......-di<­
rurbin~ fKWS jf true. 

[II 1974 th~ .mhropclogist M. rvin 
Harr;' offcn:d a dilfu cnt vio:w. Ylllo-­
m.nu w;"f:u-e, H..-ru argued, waI ... 

.d:.p<ive mpc:>oc !rom a populH>on 



A o>d P-'oVIg" T ..... • 0'''''' • s..o...... pIo_ ., __ .... ~. 
"""'co ... . ___ proruk<i< __ mooItt "'''' ""'" 
_ -. "'" 9""'P" <9>t"'oces" m.,g~ 100- ... --" b, ... 
_ ...... IoIt. .,.,. "*'" _ ao_ .... , ... ;, .. _ .. O:lO _ l,5C.(l 

,.......,. potf\op> b,......-attIo_ 

All arc1weological survey concludes 
that warfare, despite its maiignaflt hold 
011 modera life, has fl ot always been 
part of the IUlman condition. 

By R. Brian Ferguson 

." .. oed by limite<! food feW,,"' .. , 

Iptc,fic.Uy gornc .nirrul$. Bu, & "'ll"d 
ex.nun,t;Qn Qf V.nQm.nu eCQlogy 
f>iJ<d [Q <uppon Hlrns', hYPQthrn.. 

In 1995, in y~"""",,..; It lotfotr: A 
P"li,ic.1 H;"ory, J dc<c,ibcd how th~ 
Yan"",.", ; h. "" been wp,ng with 
I'.llroJ>C.n intm'l"n, sine. the 1700.. 
A. J n:.d the ev,dence. V.nQ",."" 
w.n ""'n: tigntly linked tQ chang .. 
in the Europ •• n pn: •• "co. Rece", 
W.r<, includ,ng the Qn .. desc,ibed 
by Ch' gnon. "",mod to h.".., be"n 
fought ""cr ace ... tQ ".eI tools ,nd 
Qther good! diltributcd by W'''CTn_ 
er<. V" de$pit< . ueh b .. i. d,ug .... 
men!> with'n .nthropol<>gy. the di, ­
e""iQn of the Y.no",,",i ",m.ined 
cQnfined t" "". demie ci,d .. 

T hen c. ",e. n,e<!i. mn%)'. In the 
f.u of 2000, P:a..-kk TiernO}', > 

Journ,h". publi,hcd D,"It",,, iw 51 
D'JI"Jo: Hotv Sri",'i,,, ~~J J~"m"li", 
/Jt.".,,,,t</ ,,,, A".,...,., . The bool: c<­

"'nwll)l bUme<! Clugnon hi m<clf fu, 
in1ligotmg war. Now it w>< the an _ 
thropologi.u' turn to be fierce. O p­
p6ncnb . nd defenders Qf Ch,Stlon 
.oxeh,nged bitt'"~ bro, d,ide •. Not . 
fLOW ,nthrol"'logi ... fclt th .. the mJ-

d." • .m..;Qn.:Iri ... for ;011 thoir good 
intentions. ''''':Ie mQn: .t f.ult ,h,,, 
' ny>nthrol"'k'l>,<ts. 0". OutcO me Qf 
the <piood.. though. is .h •• 00 one 
p>y ing . tt." riQn to .hi, conttoV<rsy 
sliU dllins .ru. V.t101lwui w:Ln on M 
un&rstood without taking in t" .c­
cQunt the tribe~ highly di'1'Up,e<! bis-­
tQri<..J cirru"'l.t:mcn. 

What is more, ""d'n th.t!;'> far be­
yond the Y:mt)numi .,.. qU,,",ioning 
the ,de>, tlu. ,,-.r h .. 'M"'Y' ben> pm 
or the huJJUrl condition. It looks .. i( 
.n >round the wo rld, wlut h .. bee" 
call«l primitive Or intligttlO'" w:orf..-c 
was &c ... ,..uy transforme<!. fn:quontly 
intou,.t' ed, . nd SO<Ilctirnfi p~it:>td 

by Weslo", cont' Ct. 1\ coUe<:tiQn of 
hilror;';;01 studia th .. [ cilit<d in 1992 
with Neil L Wh Mhead, >n :m,hropoI---



opt .. Ih~ UMicniry o(Wioronsi,,-f,.Udison, ron­
clud<:> th:., wch ~ oItro took place III r ..... 
Aung "If~ zones, ~ e'o'm bdOn: liln'><t ~ 
.. '''~ on Ihe 10<'0<. Indlll"[)I)U$ ...."nm ~ 
'" recent CCII'Unes annoo he uktn ~ rypoc:oI of pre­
hiltork ttib.J ~ (..,., If ;" '" d~ "frilool Zt-: 
&.".,.Id.,1t Sldr ... and InIi.rrn- 1I~). Wi; nttd 
otCh.Yology IQ ~U us abou, .oci.", ...." •. 

I" 1996 the iMuc took • ncw tutn wilh Lawrence 
H . K<cdcy', book War btf- 0"1,,,.' •• 11. Keeley. an 
:m:harologiu .! ,he Uni" • .,;'Y of mlllo;, . ! Chicogo. 
compiled .,.,h. rol<>gk>l .... "'" ohom. ofth. won, 
vlol.nce ];:",,,,m. ,h.n:by cn: .. i"8 'he inlprttlion 
,rut ,11= e:ample> wen: typical ,hat hun",,'! h>vc 
.h .. ·. ys ""d.- .....,r. & he 'old Ihe }OU, n>l &i<nt •• 
"War Os .omnhing ~k Indo 0< """hanll'" I, " 
$O""",h;ng rho, >II h"IlU'" do.~ ~I.n: I m .... un_ 
equ;voaIIy di<:tgrrc: In my ,...,.... ,he glob.ll .. duc_ 
oIott>c:d rrronI <;onlf.w.ca ,he I<lc.:o ,ho, "'"31" was 
.m..~ .. 0 fearun: of h .. ",.n n:i$tcncc; "\$Iud. the 
ruord .t.ow. t.h.a, w.n= II La'gdy 0 dtNcIop .... n' 
0( the pw. 10.000 yeon. 

I n ,he ,,~"W book C""'I~'" a",1(, .. Th. My,h oj 
lit, "",ufol . Nob/, s..'''W< (WIillen wi,h ,he 

wrnc, i{;uherine E. R'g;"'"'). S'., .. n A. LeB",nc. 
on .. eh •• olog;" " H""" ,d Uniwrli,y. confi­
d~ndy .""m 'h" whcm .. , good .n:h.l.ological 
evidence <rim. Ihe,. i, ".101001 .1W;\ys" ovld-nce 
of ", .. ~ tlu.t """"'1""< I"d wuf. ", in ,1/1 lime 
PC""""~ leB),,, ....... theory {Of hOI .weq>ing 
condLlS""'. Coooacy 10 • conuuonJy held new. 
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"" ..-"PPN" ., boo tho I<Jb;ocr <A 1M po.<lting '" ~ ~ .. 
"'" _ ..... SpoNs/> f""""""O of c...-... Sud! F·' ...... <_ 
_. I ...... __ oI>oy_ • ..ngIo,, __ .... ...,t.rl~ 
_~~....,.._bo._01 __ ._~,,--""-. 
kv. _ """ ~ __ . ""'1 boo 7.a;1() _ old. 

he .rgues. p"'-.... ~ people< "'"tTf I1CYer " .. ... con_ 
$CTY:Inoru.B-. W They dcgDdoed Ihe" rcsou", ... and 

.. the .. numben grrw, they sulTert"d food ICUC' 'Y 
and "',,,,, dnwn into ...." •. lhucalIy. u" M>lIh .... 
with elhnognphic dcuiI. 

But ... rul kind of .n:~ ""Kkncc could 
!how u..t ........ W2> ",~1 Lon. ~ beu evidcna: 

• 
, 

<omes from coOerno,," o{sUletOns, whICh can still 
be., wirn.". to 'he y;olonce 0( """" the embedded 
po;"" of 'PC." ... rows. Of other weopon' 1_ ph.,.. 
IogttIp/I "" ~;It P<\"'1. dep .... 'ion &-.cw .... Of scalp 
marks <In <kulk, "p:ury n...~"n:> - or {o",""n!. and 
IOliwy shtIb or boch.:. ,nlwnR dtu& ('lrongly ""g_ 
g=ing that wa, ~ we", u k(,n). M .. " bu:ri;.h 
or ~ ~Q<~ of buri:d. IS wdl ... dispropo<tion­

.. .ty fo:w ba~ me" in ce""",me.. 
Me ...... 0( ........ Of count. such 
finch. paticubrly ,f Ihe """,,"nee u • 
single,1:deton. could "'pmcn. > mur­
der. an .""",non. 0< an .uident­
hen« • "(ab< po!lm • ..," ... piece of 
evidence .00" , .. fiy "ib.1 wan.re. 
Bu, oorhing M:e "ibal wuf.", COtlld 
be goin8 on Wllhout I<,YII1g ,orne 
<igns in . good colleclion of Il:eletons. 
If the cOll ectio" <;ompril •• ntul'ipl~ 
ex.",pl .. of .ucb evidence. it pretty 
roncl",,, .. ly denlOlI.",res .....". 

SettloR .. " , p .... ....,........,,<:11 Ihing< IS 
dcfenoivo: """II and derendable loa­
rio", 01 ""de ... d populi'mn , wilh 

empty buffrT """". Iso P""" oignifoam evi­
~ of .... ...r ..... Violent desuuction of. ",tde­
mene IS a trllint!; due. ~ wor wei""", IN)' 

be bcbng aftn.u. ....... can be foug:Iu: W1dt sud> 
onlinary wah .. odU> 0. hU"'ina spears.. Bu. im ­
pkm.n" soch IS ~ and da8ll"f' a", "",:illy fur 
killing people, .nd ... ben found. !hey ..., f1irly de-



f"uri,,," l'wlll'>p Of amngs lID ... ~ un P''''''''"' 
gnphlC ~ of ( ODINt. ~y proples did not 

...,... ~"'" ~preKT\Wlons of hwnul bnnp. 
but ,f stich MpICtlOnS "'" P<'=I"-"W. dxy can nuke 
• pen_''''' c:uI:. In short. when >nd ,. .... ~ .... ..-­
cl=olot!lC~ fU"'''''l' iI. good, with many ..:nk­
n,~nt. and. nuny IktktORl. wu em It\u.tlly be do_ 
teCtN-r>Ot in cyory ungIe n<e. cen:unly. rut in ~ 
good numbe, "fth~lll. Tlur i. tilt b .... for ,upVO'­
ins th'" . rch.e<>logy c .. u <o,mihuto to ",me of Nt 

most ~.c quemolll ,bout w.r, 

I .m midwJy through . gIoh:;d survey of such 
",tty C'Vido:ncc. Wh .. dnt:!. the re<oriI >howl 

t.bny I\on",ud m>Wn< ollCe though, '" C>Ub­
Ir$h rho. ""'" ancient <"Vidtnce of ...",ue><Ir or 
annih>liw" wert" >«u.tllr &>",""" by pmirron 
or just ,..trtred J>O<lRWW""" ~ [ .... "1"" 
St......,.,,$;tf '~ ... "";~ Ir)' N<'fl T &..:t..J 
RM<ri L. CiDtJron, ... 1 ..... 1OOJ\. Some c-. of 
>ncient ~ tu.. .. ~n confrnncd, but 
th ........ noching ro tell II< """ the =uins in 
qunrion ..... '" owa)" .. of wn. 

Ina bxJ.:&round. ~ remain! "- b«n found 
of the N~ufun hu", .. -gadr.r:ren. ... ho b.,...d be­
~n >bout 12.8OO:u:od IO,5OU ~"" "&O.n ....tut 
"'" __ 1<r.lC~ !be W ... &nk • ..Jordan. Lebo,.on. 
.r>d Srri1. Careful .... ly,,, uf 370 oIrdetom Iw 
turned up only """ du • .m".. '''1)' orsm of tnunu. 
."d nutIUng; 10 IUggcot mil" .. ,.,.. :.erion. The fi", 
w.>lh of Jericho (dating from l:>ctw.cn 10,500 .nd 
9.300 rem ago) were on •• ukcn " condwive evi­
<knee of ""or. bu. they art now ""de,,,ood to h:r"" 
bee" bud. fot flood control. not d.f~n<e. 

Tilt <.Il,CIt ptrsmsivt ev><Icnce of ... ;"f.re 
"ncoveTed '" f,. ron~ &om • gr:rvqo:tTII along 
the Nile fI.j"" in Sud.n, Brought to light dur_ 
ing . n txpeditlon in me m,d_196O! led by 
rnd Wendorf . ." :uch..,o!ogr>t >I Southern 
Methodi" U",,,,,u,ty in D.n ••. Tc=. tI", 
Snvey.rrd. know" u S.te 117. hOI been 
roughly "","u,1Od .. between 12.000 :mel 
14.000 y""" old. I. conI3in.d fifty-nine wd· 
praet""d ~elctonl, ,wenl)'- fOl1r of .... h.eh 
"""" found in em ..,..,....."., ... ;th pie<:a of 
otono: t1u, '"'""' "'terpn:tN "" parts of Pf'I:ic<;­
ri .... NoubIy, rho. ~ ofSi .. 117 wac llv­
' ''1 tn > rime of C(oIogical crisis. !.no;K~ 
,.;nf>lI had n»<k the Nile ...... <= run wild. and 
the """. dU8 ,t> way deeply in'" • gorge. The 
adjxe"t Aood pIa,n w>< I<ft high:md dry. de_ 
priving <.he inh:lbitantl of me c, r&h .lId ooher 
,,,.,,hb.nd ltapl", of the ir diet. Apm fro,,, Site 
I ! 7, onlyaoom • do •• n Hom" <4I"rtU ,kdn",,, 
10.1))(1 y"U1 old o. older, out "fhundred> of 
Pmili • ."tiquity examined '0 date. show dur 
ind;eorio,lS of im"'l"' ..... u1 vioIcntt. 

~t.,.._",,_IN"'''aI.rIWtr-_~ ...... 
_ 1 •• od;" _ Ilotv-':. __ ..-pio<ood IN 

In ' .... tbnn A...n:rI ... rock art Mp",u wlut 
_)1.-"' ... _ .... -.S.(1)IJ ___ .... at._ . .-. CIf~. __ ?AIrfoougI>IN __ 

>ppelIr '0 be dueb bnwem two or • /iew indi­
",duah :os nrly :os 10.000 ) ....... go. 1=&<= 
group oonfro, ... t~ppat by 6.000 
~"" >g<>. ainu", change "'-:>< • factor heR too, :os 
[;,mg '" lCYOh podu.Oy ...oo...:~ • V21t plw 
tlur once conneaed Auw:ilir.:md New Guinea. 

.~ ... ---.-
n.. ,nd..,. Middle &st 1""";00 $OU1C of <.he 

best ",,;.;knee for the cmcrgcna: of w:u from .......... 

T ........ a «min ilO.1I. los"'" 8"",n recen. 
...en ... that rhc ~Iu pr:r.cticc of ,.YI"m """ 

his ro""nued ,.ithou! inte. rup<>OI1 ~ .... to the 
present bqpn abo.rr IO.(XXl ynn :ago in wlut it 
now L.:;f1bern 1""1. £vid<nce froll1th= wly fom,· 



ing ,,;to, t/.., e.rlic<I !lorn Qcrrntt De~ includes 
INC.,., .. """bad> tout><! >SSOCia<ed ""tI, . ke"lon!, 
dcfen<b.hle 1<.><.110"" :and ...n.gc M"n<"~ "",lis. 
1'1>:11' w.r---ih" lnIe ··mothe. ohll ~ttks." 

Sign> of w> •• ppc ... hqpnning 6.000 y'"'' .go 
.Ioo,g ",oun"';n roule"> through ,.,ulhe,,, Turkey. 
Along the southern Arwolun ""." .•• p«luizcd 
fore-nol just ...... lIed vill.gc--h .. been UIl­

.,,,hed 11 l~d; the fOr! w" bwlt .round 6.300 
)'C'" .go. the" des,,,,,,....! :n,d I:ncr """'rled by • 
different cult", .. . The nrly ",cord .Iong the N,le 
in wb .. is now Egyp. Wld wiped OUt by the ,i"",', 
ero.ion . hu. when .he ",cord picks up >!p.n. 

r;.., _ AfIo 1lgutM.-",... _ "". foci """"1lf'IOO0!I .. _ """'"" .. 

we ... dug .rout><! vill.ges. '"""It x<:on'p.ni..J. by 
~_ Elsewhere in China. nccpt for. ,,;ng:lc 
!-kekton with. point embedded in itslhigh, then: 
are no hinn of "':If until ., Ie .... 4.WO Y"'" .go. 
Then, r:lmmed earthen --u. ... d other "gn< of 
"",r occur throughou, the co ........ " of histo.; ... 1 
Ch ..... One ,-iJl.agc "",n conumed Ir,-~" of .alp<:d 
and deap,uted ,I;ekto,,", 

In J"I"". mtcmivc agr;c .. ltu'" ",me in wilh nu_ 
gr:ana from the nuinbnd . bo .. t 2.JOO )=" ago. A,­
chacolog;'" 1»"" =£2\-;I",tl "'""" 5.000 .uleton< 
,Iu, prtdlte ti,e u,umion .• "d of Ihose only ten 
>how ';p of ,iolent death, In contr:lSl. out of 

.bou, 1,000 poon'Ugr:ltioo "",a­
,~ted .uletORS. more thm. hun­
dred IDt;.w such oign •. 

E v,,~nc. from EUIOpI" offen 
• ck .. windo,,' into pt'C­

.gric .. l.u,,] prxlices. There is no 
firm evidence of "otr for thou­
.."d, of Y"'" dunng N<vlim;c 
rimeo------though ,.,me IChow. ..., 
"'8&.-..i"" ind,c.tlons on • few 
plac .... Afte. 10,500 yr, ... go. 
however, u the popul",on of 
fongcn became Wgcr and more 
se<tled. """'Dl ,,;, ... show ;ndivid­
ual ">01""",, .• nd othe ... how the 
mOre <ollu"". cuu.I" ", th .. 
SIp "":If_ Still. the ~i&n,," of 
viol.n,," is p"""nl" only a small 
mi,oo.iry of 011 ex,"'\":Iud .. ,~. 
lkginmng .round 6,500 ye ... 

"'-_pMN>I_",.. ......... ,_obouI9tJO .. C.._ ... bo ...... 

• go. howe"", . funif"",,,,,,,, em_ 
bedded poin", .nd e"." de .. 
'ism of vilbg.: <bughtc-n become 
conlmon _ By .he Bron~ Age, 
2.000 ye ... h .. r. war .nd 

........ 0<"' dMIo:o, by ".. ...... .... -..d t>oo:>mo. _~,;.., .. """"" 
E""¥'"". l'lIo.po;"t""'.'wj'Jq ... "'...--io. __ 

.bou. 6,300 y<:'" .go, m aces "milo, '0 ,hose 
found in Mes.opota"" •• re p<nenL F:n uprivtT. 
nr", Khartoum. wha. nuy b."" l>e<:n maces .how 
up 2.000 Y<:'" e.rlie., c>~n before ag,icultu •• 
began ,n tlut .re •. 

In Ccntr:Ll Asia, u U of tilt Caspi.", Sea. t/.., ... ~ 

",",ins of >etded hum.r-gath .... " :and euly r..nnc" 
IDt;.w no signs of _'. but ........ was ck-uly going 
strong by 5.000 yean >go. In the high CQUI1tty of 
wha. is 'MN' I'>l:iM:In, fumcrs bcs>n <0 pm up "".,.Il< 
"" ..... 6.000 Y"""go. 

Th •• rclucologicol Itton:l in China mO'W'l .h .. 
.hough .niUet "" under culci ... uOfl II Ie ... 8.000 
re"" .go. no ';p of",,. .ppe=d fur 010 ... rh:ut. 
,hou ... nd )~ ... .ncr that. St.rting 7,000 ye ... .>go. 
in onc Neolithic cultur:>l t...dition. deep dit<h~ 

we.ponry had bee""", . ,,,,-n.b1e cuk. 
Nonh A.mer><-> presents • h,ghly complex and 

regiotWly d;",,<];'CI" pia...... Kennew;cl: M.n. a 
<hletoo WlC.nhed in w...hing<on Sl:Ite md rons.id-­
c,ro bc,,"'<'Cn 7.5OO:and 9.200 Y"'" old. concnns .n 
enV>edde-d .tone poin._ But bca"", me .ule<Or1 " 
.n isolated find. the injury is dilfocWt to imerp .... _ 
On ",. CON of th. P.oli. North""",. ,,,,"leul 
""um:> :and othcr .igm of ronAicl begin ro "PV"" 
.bout 4,200 yean ago in the tIOnhcrn n;gioo><. but 
show up &rthcr "",th <><>Iy "'my centuries btcT_ 
M.ny of the ""=~ ,u",,,,,, fion, the ancient 
• ... ern ~ IDt;.w ';g'" of,;ole",<:. In. &w 
"""" mukipk individtW, were im'Olved. indOOing 
one ';Ie in Aorid> daling fion, """" dun 7,000 
)=-... ago. Still ..... h c .... mruincd ""tmnc/y un-



u.u"! until S,OOO )~'" 

.;o. ln<he~G=< 
!'bins. 001 of 173 ~I, .... 
10'" "'P"rte<i fi<>m bc~ 
A I~ sm, Ollty one indi_ 
a"" homici<le. , won",,, 
killed by twO bk.w; 10 the 
he;.d. The fin! d= cvi­
de'ICe of w.>n..r., in the 
South_ <btcs from less 
th;m 2.000 l"'an .go. ...d 
,t " qUil' dnm:itK. A, 
i0oi rv...,..thudt mel pa­
h.ps aD of the nwety-OOd 
;"d,~,d ... " Ul,o<rcd ul • 

c.ve '" ",uthem U"h 
.,.;e", \:Jlk<I. 

, 

...... olKn ....,a,.t(! ... ;th 

• .."..,., d'''''''. change 
Uu. brol!c OOvo'n tlx .ub-­
.~nc. boK. 

R .ymond C. Kclly, .n 
.n'h~"' •• II .. Uni­
"'r'lity ofMlClugon ", Amt 
Arbor •• n his book Ulorirss 
Sc..idi<; .... d l/tf Origm <f 
11\>1, t... ~ed what 
TTU)' be lrI<l<hn m >pOrtlnl 
polle", in the origins of 
w:.... In ..... m""ng the 
ethnos"'plue In" ... ", ... to 
C<>I"I'= '",n,er-IP,he ... " 

Roughly 'J><"I1oing, th.>t 
U w""'" my .urvey kava 
011'. Ou' my prelirnin:lry 
.....n: Ie.o& me 10 cxp<ct 

.....-. ,IWI" ~ ..... po;m;og /rom _ .. """" .. 

who m.11::.l W;lr wi'h .host 
",1.o do llOt. he find. • 
p.tlern: /unong the few 
knoJ,o.·n caoH of..."..... ,.,... 
rimes of hun ..... _tptheren. 
-..l orpnll.Xinno do ..... 

_~. 1M .... ,.......-... ,~7.000_oId. 
_ ID dopo:Io "-"<"'!1_by"" ~ '"' t<op. 
1No_ ... ~01.~ 

no IlUJOf . urp"ses from Arna. M"""rrK'rio. 0<:.,,, .. , Of Sou,h /U""" .... In .um, ,I' ", ... rf.", 
...... '" ~-akll' Ul eorly pn:1u"orlC <Lm<S, .he "",,0-
.... ". ",.",rub. in 'he = .... olog;cal "",Qf1'I would 
be rid, ,,~. h .h. evidence of ""r{" •. Ou' ,he ';gIII 
>f" nO' ,h(re; h= it i, nO. ,h. CO$< .h,. ".h. 
• bsen.e of ",idence;, no( rvidtn.e of .bw:o.ce." 

SO how did peacefullriNl peopl .. of the diswi, 
paso rum ","0 <he "''''-1''''''''' socieues ~ 

in ICC,,", CC'rItuneS? Spcofio:: "...., .... du<r..." bu. I 
..,., f .... p",con<btions m..., III , .. .ying cornbuunon!.. 
.ontribuu:d 10 <he onset of "",rf.", in pr<:hiswric 
rimelo. One ....... <hilt fiom • nollt.adic cKi>tena 10 
• scde1tury one. commouly ,hough 001 nc<:.....,-ily 

=crJd beyond WniIy and .Iooso. fIaIbIe """""'" 
of kin . In con ...... hun ..... -ph~ ...aenes , .... 
""lie w:... haYc larger .M n>On: do:f,,>ed grouping< 
.udo ;I.S ( b ns. The cxutcrx:e of bou!ldcd groul" 
"",kcs for. so"", of collcctWc injury ."d des"" for 
coll«"", ",tali,don . 

Our 'he m~\.nni..t, ,rih'" wm.", b«. mc mOn: ,h. ,,,I. dun the exception_ Iu the p=.,...Juions 
for "'an ... (perrrunenr ,""demeno. popub"on 
growth. gf .... ,. IOci>J hicran:hy. "",....-d trode. 
....:I chnuuc ....... ) beam< 1110'" comnW)tl, """" 
trit..! I""""""'" ,,~ ...... odopIt<l d .. prxticc_ 
Tlw """,,Iopmenr in ]uclf """"d ..... 'nu\:Jng to 
other groups. Once .ncien, ,"', .. _ .• hey CIU­
p\~d "b.rb.>rio"," On ,h .... i><"phcr;cs.o el<[>Jnd 

Maces, skeletot/S with arrowheiUb, and village defensive lIIalls 
hav~ been disco.vered in Iraq, all signs of rile tnle "~lIothu of all 
balll~s," 1 0,000' yeaI'! ago. 

lied to ognculrure. With • _cd 1111<:"'" In th." 
bnd!. fOOd ItO"'" Or ~y rich fWring ';' e<, 
people no 10"boer could w>lk ....... y fiom 'lOubl •. 

Another pr«ondirion ,,'" • growinG region.1 
popub.ion .nd prob;,bly. in consequence, mon: 
compcciuon for InOwt:U. Third was ,he devtlop­
"xn. of IOCi.ol h ..... "'by. an .~. e, i><'N.po with io 
"""n 'Dle= :md riv>Irics.. rounh _.n inctt_ 
Lng 1ona:-dHtanee .nd • • porucub,1y in pn:stige 
goods: ",mething doc "..,.<h fightina: OYer. Finilly. 
,I>c first 'PI"''''''''''' or bt., 1n<Crq,fM:>tion of ...... 

.h." ""1"'" . nd """u'" thei, extens,1Ie ... de net_ 
worb. Fin:illy .• h. Eumi><on exp.",ion after 1492 
><:, nOli", .goin« n.~ to "p,ure .erritory ond 
,b,"" .nd to fight inlp«'" tiv.ld.,. Refugee 
gro,,1'1 "",." {on::od in", otto ... ' l",cb. ITUIlUf,. ­
,,,,,,d good! .........., introduced .nd fought ~r (a< 

with the Yanonum.i), . nd the spre>d ofE"""P'= 
_apons n,,<Ie fJg/>oing C>Itt nlO<e IcduI. 

Wb.n I bcgon studying war in the mid- l970s.. I 
-. mined ,n on ",proadt alIed cukut:d «<>logy, 
which "'l"cd .Iong me Iino::< t/w; Steven Wb.,. 

I 



does ,od.y, I'<:>pulnion pr ... ur~ on food re­
.oun:.-und, game, herd .niuuk--w1$ $.<en 1$ 
d,e uuu] cause ofindigcnou. w.uUre. In 10m. a..,. 
the throry did work. Among ,he peopks of the Pa.. 
ciik North"""" Co.uI p<ior to the depopulation of 
W ninete<'nth ccnrury, group< fought to g;>in ac_ 
e ... • 0 ptime resou",. loc.tion., such as ..nuria 
WIth good ulJnon ""'"",, Bu. in for more .,. ..... 
around W """rid, .uch as th,'11 of the Ymonumi, 
",.""'" could not be Iinlro t<l food c~"on. 

T od>y, under the rubru: "cm~rnruncn,.1 1«,,­
rity," nw>y no".nthropologists who """,k on 

i .. "co of in«m.t,on.1 $.<curity cmbr>ee du, eco_ 
logic.1 view, Re<:en' olltb", ... of violence, they 
.rgue, rruy be rooted in «ucitiC1 of .ubsistence 
goodo, fuelro by gn;w.;ng popub.tion> .nd de­
gr.>dcd resoufttS (such ... 00 litde .nd .roded 
cmpbnd). But whrn l"'U enmine the c .... foo­
which ,h., intcrpreurion see"" ,upcrfici.Uy pl.u­
.ib!<:--<he eonffict:> of the p>s< ",,=1 y ..... in Chi­
' pas, Mexico. fur iNto""., '" in R w.ndo--th<y 
fail to confirm the ".cological" th«>ry. 

We .nthropologi!t' '''' ju .. beginning to hring 
our ."peric nce to bear in the environme nt.l 
$.<curity dcb"te, Wlut .... '" find i. ,hot if. pe'''''' 
population is .uff .. ing fur lack ofh"ic ... IOUt<:C1, 

the m:lio ca""" of thot """reity is .n uoequal dis­
"ibul;on of l"OSOut<: .. within tbe ><><itty, • malter 
of politi .. and .corlOmi"" ",th., ,h.n ,h. twin 
hugh .. " of '00 tmny people ODd not enough to 
go llOund. 

An,hropology un off", an .>ltcrnati .... ,~cw on 
such lerrible di5asten .. th~ R.W1ndon gmocidc or 

tho civil wars in ,he B.\hns. Cost ltudie< of mod_ 
ern-doy eonHic" <how tlut • b~ r.>ng<: of fact"'" 
=y be int.=';'lg, indudina; ",hlmence n""do 
. nd local ecological rebriOn>, but iI.o political 
struggiC1 over the g""ernmen" tKrnh in gloluliu­
,ion, .nd culturilly 'ptcific beli.1i .nd sytnbok 
Moreover, when turd timC1 co=, thoy:ore experi­
enced dlfr.",ndy by different kinds of peopl. , 
Who )'OIl ore ulu.oy d",,,,mine< how )'Ou'", doing 
and whe", )'Our intem" lie: identity :>nd ime"'" 
:ore fu.ed. Once • conflict gtts boiling :md the 
killing star", .n middle grounds get swept .'.i'y, 
and • peTlOn', fue can depend on su<:h ' imple 10-
bth :IS ethnic, ",ligiou., or tribal identity. The 
,lough, ... of T.m" in ,he R.W:ilDd:m genocide of 
1994 .. only one of th~ 10, ... enmples of th.t hor-
rific effect. Bm .uch dilk ... ncn are !lOt the couse 
of the eonllkt. 

M y view ;' ,Ito. in mO<t case.-not =ry lin­
gle one--d.e dec:ioion t<l wage vox irn"Olvco 

the plJJ"$u it of p<=tical ,,,If_in ..... <1 by ,h.,.. who 
actuilly m:tu th. dcci!ion. The otruggle cut be 

joined over b..,ic ,ub\J."enee ..,­
.ource<, but i. eonju" .. e .. ily erupt 
""" goods avoihble only to ch, ... 
The dec;";on involvco weighing the 
coots of w:;rr 'gainot other poten';'l 
hounb t<l Life and weU-bcing. And 
mOst definitely. it depends on one', 
"",ition in the internal political hi­
...... hy: fmm N~' G~ine.n "big 
men" 10 kings and pteSiden", le.d­
CT. often fO\'or w.or be"u •• w.or 
f ... =o Ie.den. 

Of""""" thooe who pw./t "" ... "rd 
w:u do DOl nul:.: ,heir QOC in term> 
of their awn ",If,.h intcrntJ. Around 
Amazonian campfim .nd wit hin 
modern councils of WI"', their :>rgU­

men .. ;""'0"" collective danp ond 
benef,,,,- But C\-~n n>Ore, those :Jd...,.. 
carina; w:u >!W<lY' def"", il in terms of 
the hig:!>cot .pp~cablc values, whether 

thot invol...,. the need to retaliate >gaimt witchcnft, 
defend ,h. one Ime reIi~;on, Of promote democ­
racy. Thot ;,. the ~ to ..,,~ me undecKkd ;md 
build emocional commitment. And m..~ it;,. tho 
other side thot 1OntC00w broughl war on. 

Such drumbt.ring i. not only, or """" prinurily, 
cynic>! monipubtion. Perhaps owing to • b",ic 
hUrruln need for ..,If_justl fication, those who ,<.:ul 
w.n muoDy oeem to beli ..... in tho righ,eousn"'" of 
their ch"""" cou"". It ;, that up"bility 'hat mllts 
h Umilt beings...m. ~n8<'rous 'P"cie<. 0 
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